Esperanto

Origin

Esperanto is an international auxiliary language devised in 1887 by Dr. Ludovic Lazar Zamenhof (1859-1917), a Jewish Eye Doctor, under the pseudonym of "Doktoro Esperanto". He originally called the language "La Internacia Lingvo" (The International Language), but it soon became known as Esperanto, which means "the hoping one". 

Zamenhof was born in the Polish city of Bialystok which at that time was home to a polyglot, multiethnic mixture of Poles, Russians, Jews, Lithuanians and Germans. He believed that much of the distrust and misunderstanding between the different ethnic groups was a result of language differences, so he resolved to create an international language which could be used as an neutral lingua franca and could help break down the language barriers. 

Zamenhof's first work on Esperanto, the "Unua Libro" (First Book) published in 1887, contained 920 roots from which tens of thousands of words could be formed, together with the "Fundamenta Gramatiko" (Grammatical Foundations), which consisted of 16 basic grammatical rules. Zamenhof renounced all rights to Esperanto and encouraged comments and suggestions on the development of the language. The first Universal Esperanto Congress (La Unua Universala Esperanto Kongreso) was held at Boulogne-sur-Mer in 1905. 

The majority of Esperanto roots are based on Latin, though some vocabulary is taken from modern Romance languages, and from English, German, Polish and Russian. Roots can be combined with affixes to form new words, for example: lerni = to learn, lernejo = a school, lernanto = a pupil/student, lernejestro = a headmaster. The affixes can also stand alone: ejo = place, estro = leader/head, etc. 

Spelling conventions are somewhat similar to Polish, though Zamenhof came up with a number of new letters for Esperanto (Ĉĉ, Ĝĝ, Ĥĥ, Ĵĵ, Ŝŝ, Ŭŭ). These new letters are not used to write any other langauge and only feature in special Esperanto fonts or in Unicode fonts, so are often replaced with ch, gh, jh or cx, gx, jx, or c', g', j', etc. Zamenhof recognised this problem and favoured using the former method when the special letters were not available. 

Today Esperanto is the most widely used international auxiliary language and is particularly popular in Eastern Europe and China. There is a flourishing Esperanto literature including books, magazines and poetry. Some of the literary works are originally written in Esperanto while others are translated from other languages. There are also Esperanto songs and a number of radio stations broadcast news bulletins in Esperanto. 

Estimates of the number of speakers range from tens of thousands to over a million. There are even a few people who speak Esperanto as their first language. 

Esperanto alphabet & pronunciation


Sample text in Esperanto

Ĉiuj homoj estas denaske liberaj kaj egalaj laŭ digno kaj rajtoj. Ili posedas racion kaj konsciencon, kaj devus konduti unu al alia en spirito de frateco. 

Translation

All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood.
(Article 1 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

Longer sample text (Tower of Babel) 
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  Esperanto language courses, dictionaries, etc. 

Other languages written with the Latin alphabet 

Links

Multlingva Inform-Centro - information about Esperanto in many different languages and links to a wide range of Esperanto resources: http://www.esperanto.net 

UEA: Universala Esperanto-Asocio
http://www.uea.org 

TEJO: Tutmonda Esperantista Junulara Organizo
http://www.tejo.org 

Esperantic Studies Foundation
http://www.esperantic.org 

edukado.net - Servo por instruistoj kaj lernantoj de Esperanto
http://www.edukado.net 

Online Esperanto lessons
http://www.lernu.net
http://www.esperanto.ca/kurso/
http://www.cursodeesperanto.com.br 

Online Esperanto dictionaries
http://www.la-vortaro.net
http://www.uni-leipzig.de/esperanto/voko/revo/
http://dictionaries.travlang.com/EnglishEsperanto 

Esperanto radio
http://www.radio.com.pl/polonia/
http://es.chinabroadcast.cn/
http://www.oecumene.radiovaticana.org
http://www.international.rai.it/radio/multilingue/presentazioni/esperanto.shtml
http://www.osiek.org/aera/
http://radioarkivo.org/ 

La mondo en Esperanto
http://gxangalo.com 

