
Importance of Ethics in Software Engineering


Computers have an important role in our day to day life. Software engineers contribute directly in developing and maintaining all these machines, indispensable to our life. Because their role is so important in developing software systems, software engineers have chance to do good, cause harm, or to allow others to do bad things. To ensure that they work for the good side, software engineers must commit themselves to making software engineering a beneficial and respected profession.

In the software world, like in ethical world, if a good belief exists, such as everything will be perfect, things can fall completely on the other side. People think, and make different decisions, but understanding the way how they make those decisions, and discuss the opinions with others, will help reach a better agreement. Underlying some ethical principles, make a job more understandable, but these principles can be applied differently. Often, the reasons for different interpretations hide personal interests, which other people may not agree on. If people at least understand each other’s point of view, they will have an idea to try and seek something acceptable toward all of them.

Software engineers shall commit themselves to making the analysis, specification, design, development, testing and maintenance of software a beneficial and respected profession. According to the Software Engineering Code of Ethics and Professional Practice, engineers have to adhere to the Eight Ethics Principles (SEEPP). First rule talk about the software engineer’s action, which has to be in the public interest.  They also have to work in a manner that is good for client and employer. As engineering, they have to build products which meet the highest professional standard possible. Their judgment has to keep integrity and independence in the professional decisions. As managers, and leaders, they have to promise and support an ethical manner in developing and maintaining software. Software engineering shall develop the honesty and good standing of the profession consistent with the public interest. As team members, these masters shall be fair to and helpful of their colleagues. A software engineer is always a supporter of innovation, and he or she shall participate in lifetime learning regarding practice of profession, promoting an ethical approach to the applying of the science.

Others software engineering association, like IEEE agrees to commit themselves to the highest ethical and professional standard. Basically, all these codes of ethics have the same principles of honesty and devotion for the work. IEEE members agree to accept responsibility of making engineering decisions on the public interest and to avoiding real or apparent conflicts of interest. Like an IEEE member, software engineers have to be honest and realistic in stating claims or estimate based on available data. Corruption in all its form has to be rejected by a good engineer. One of the priorities of this job is to improve the understanding of technology and undertake technological tasks for others only if qualified by training or experience. All new software programs can have errors, but the accredited experts have to seek, accept and correct them. IEEE experts are characterized by high ethical conduit and that’s why they treat fairly all persons and assist co-workers in their professional development. They have to avoid injuring others, their property or employment by malicious action. 

Software engineer’s job includes a wide range of responsibilities which involve more than technical skills. They have access to secret information and that’s why are bounded by national and international laws. They have to assume ethical and morally responsibilities, because they are respected like professionals. Their mission is to keep the IT world in the right hands, and protecting against the threats. Respecting people means to respect yourself, and working for a good clause brings you more satisfaction and pride for yourself.
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