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Aim

The purpose of this report is to give a perspective over the historical condition in which the first socialist state came into being, and the key-role played by Lenin in those events.

Introduction

This report will cover:

· The historical framework within which Lenin was born, and the events that marked his personality

· Biographical data

· Lenin´s activity in the political field

· The importance of the role played on the historical stage

· Images related to the topic

· Bibliography

V.I. LENIN


Driven by ideological zeal, Lenin reshaped Russia and made communism into a potent global force. He was a genius leader of international proletariat and a faithful adept of Marx and Engels. Lenin developed and applied Marxist ideology in a creative manner in the Imperialist Era, fostering the transition from capitalism to socialism.

He founded the Communist Party, which led the proletariat to the Great Socialist Revolution in October 1917, thus creating the first socialist state in history.
Lenin was born on the 22nd of April 1870 at Simbirsk (nowadays Ulianovsk). His father, Ilia Nicolaevici Ulianov, was an elementary school inspector in that area. Lenin distinguished himself in Latin and Greek during the high school, from which he graduated in 1887. This year particularly marked his youth and radicalized him, because his elder brother Alexander was executed for conspiring to help assassinate Tsar Alexander III.

He tried to attend the Law School in Kazan, but was expelled for taking part in a student rebellion and exiled to Kokuskino, Siberia. Returned to Kazan in the fall of 1888, he began to intensively study the work of Marx and Engels, particularly “The Capital”.

Between 1889 and 1893, Lenin lived in the city of Samara. In 1891 he graduated “Magna cum Laude” from the Law School in St. Petersburg. In St. Petersburg he organized the first group of Marxist followers, mainly from the working class, and was acknowledged as its unquestionable leader.  

As a lawyer, Lenin became increasingly involved in radical politics, and he began his rise as the leading communist theorist, tactician and party organizer.In the spring of 1894 Lenin wrote his first important work “Who are the <people’s friends> and how do they fight against social-democracy?”, which was considered the first manifesto of the Marxist Revolutionary Party, that was coming into being in Russia.

In February 1894, he met for the first time his future wife, Nadejda Krupskaia, the daughter of an officer. In 1895, Lenin set up in St. Petersburg, the “Union for Liberating the Working Class”, which became the core of the Russian Marxist Party. By the end of the same year, Lenin was arrested and exiled in Siberia, where he remained until 1900. A year before, Nadejda Krupskaia had been deported in the Urals, but at Lenin’s request, she was granted permission to join him, and moved to Siberia. Eventually they married and their life together was known for balance and simplicity. Nadejda dedicated her life to her husband’s endeavors, serving as his secretary and being the most reliable confident, adviser and chief supporter. She showed her loyalty even after her husband’s death, striving to keep alive in the people’s memory the image and character of the first Bolshevik.

During his exile, Lenin wrote the “Development of Capitalism in Russia” and maintained a vivid philosophical correspondence with other Marxist revolutionaries. He fled out of the country and established the “Iskra” newspaper, which represented at that time, the primary mean of conveying his ideology.

A chief role in elaborating the principles of organizing the Marxist Party was held by his work “What’s to be done”, written in 1902. Shortly after, in 1903, he set the basis of Marxist-Revolutionary Workers Party in Russia, the first of its kind in the world.

In November 1905, Lenin returned to St. Petersburg, and played an active role in the first Russian Revolution. During the same year he published “Two tactics of social-democracy in the democratic revolution”, a set of guidelines for the Bolshevik Party, which stated the hegemonic role of the proletariat in the bourgeois-democratic revolution and recommended its transformation into a socialist one. 

After the failure of the first Russian Revolution, Lenin was once again forced to leave the country, and fled to Switzerland and France. During the following years, the Bolsheviks´ position in the party was threatened by opposing factions such as “otzovists”, “trotkists”, etc. Nonetheless, Lenin managed to unify his loyalists and strived to organize the Party and prepare the working class for another revolution.

Of tremendous importance in the theoretical training of the party was his book “Materialism and Empire Criticism”, published in 1909. 

In 1912, Lenin led from abroad the printing of “Pravda” newspaper, whose first issue was released in St. Petersburg. In the summer of the same year Lenin relocated from Paris to Krakow, in order to be closer to Russia and lead the party with a stronger fist. 

Between 1913-1914 he wrote a couple of documents, which elaborated the Marxist program with respect to the National problems (“Critical Notes on the National problem” and “The Nations right to self-determination”), followed by the “Philosophical Notebooks”, between 1914-1916.

In 1916, he finished his well-known “Imperialism, the highest level of the Capitalism”, which analyzed and defined the characteristics of capitalism and created the scientific communism theory.

In February 1917, the Bourgeois-Democratic Revolution succeeded, and the Tsarist Rule was overthrown. After his return to Russia, Lenin released his “April Theses”, a real operational plan to seize the success of the Bourgeois-Democratic Revolution and to change it into a Socialist one, under the motto “All power to the Soviets!”

Although chassed by the Provisional Government, he still managed to lead the banned Party, and was forced to flee once again, this time to Finland.

In September 1917, when the Bolsheviks were holding the majority of the Soviets in Petrograd and Moscow, Lenin recalled the masses to armed insurrection against the provisional government and the seizure of power.

On the 7th of October, Lenin managed to illegally return to Petrograd, with an elaborated plan to organize the coup. During the night of 24/25 October 1917, Lenin went to Smolnai and assumed direct leadership of the rebellion.

After the victory of the armed insurrection, the power passed into the hands of the workers and peasants. Lenin led with a strong resolve the building process of the new Soviet State and the development of the socialist doctrine. His initial plan for conducting this enterprise was captured in his book ”Immediate tasks of the Soviet Power”. For all his learning, Lenin began the Bolshevik tradition of waging war on intellectual dissidents by exiling, imprisoning and executing thinkers and artists who dared oppose the regime. Not long after the Bolsheviks had seized power in 1917, Lenin became the author of mass terror and the first concentration camps ever built on the European Continent.

On the 30th of August 1918, Lenin was seriously injured in an assassination attempt conducted by the “social-revolutionaries”. 

His steady and prolific activity for unifying the international proletariat materialized in 1919, with the birth of the Communist, 3rd International. 

After the end of the civil war, Lenin implemented a series of reforms that were meant to rehabilitate the economy. He developed an electrification plan throughout the country and the political-economical plan during the dictatorship of the proletariat.

In the same time he was focused on the internal affaires of the Party, as he tried to consolidate its unity. 

On the 20th of November 1922, Lenin delivered his last speech in front of the plenary of the Moscow Soviet.

He always knew how to find the practical ways and create the doctrine for accomplishing all the tasks during the revolutionary struggle of the Party.

The harsh living conditions and his stressful and continuous activity would put soon an end to the life of the great theoretician and revolutionary leader.

In 1923, Lenin was isolated, due to his poor health. He suffered from an inherited arteriosclerosis. The disease also paralyzed his voice, but he continued writing with his wife help. 

He made Stalin promise that he would put an end to his suffering by poisoning, and thus saving him from agony. This never happened. Lenin died at Gorki, on the 21st of January 1921 due to a serious stroke.  

Conclusion

Lenin was the initiator of the tragedy of our era, the rise of totalitarian states. A bookish man with a scholar's habits and a general's tactical instincts, Lenin introduced to the 20th century the practice of taking an all-embracing ideology and imposing it on an entire society rapidly and mercilessly. He created a regime that erased politics, erased historical memory, and erased opposition. In his short career in power, from 1917 until his death in 1924, Lenin created a model applied later by all the following Communist tyrants.

 After the collapse of the coup in the Former USSR, in August 1991, the people of Leningrad voted to call their city St. Petersburg once more. Their motto was: "Better to have named it for a saint than a devil." 
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