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Education [L. educatio; cf. F. éducation.]

The act or process of educating; the result of educating, as determined by the knowledge skill, or discipline of character, acquired; also, the act or process of training by a prescribed or customary course of study or discipline

The Egyptians 

They began to form a pictographic written language about 5000 years ago, which they continued to use for more than 3500 years, until about 400 AD. Eventually, the pictures they used to represent words came to represent sounds. These symbols, hieroglyphs, or "sacred inscriptions" were adapted for use in everyday life, in addition to their important religious/mystical identity. Education was limited and narrow in scope. 

Only rich males had access to education. Education was almost always limited to religion. 

Center of education was the city of Heliopolis. After 400 AD, the Egyptian language was written in the Greek alphabet, with the addition of several extra letters to represent Egyptian sounds that didn't exist in Greek. This form of Egyptian is called Coptic, and was in turn eventually replaced by Arabic, the language spoken in Egypt today. The ancient Egyptian tongue died out - only the hieroglyphics remain to remind us that it ever existed. 

Athens 

In ancient Athens, the purpose of education was to produce citizens trained in the arts, to prepare citizens for both peace and war. Girls were not educated at school, but many learned to read and write at home, in the comfort of their courtyard. Until age 6 or 7, boys were taught at home by their mother or by a male slave. From age 6 to 14, they went to a neighborhood primary school or to a private school. Books were very expensive and rare, so subjects were read out-loud, and the boys had to memorize everything. To help them learn, they used writing tablets and rulers. 
In primary school, they had to learn two important things - the words of Homer, a famous Greek epic poet, and how to play the lyre, a musical instrument. Their teacher, who was always a man, could choose what additional subjects he wanted to teach. He might choose to teach drama, public speaking, government, art, reading, writing, math, and another favorite ancient Greek instrument - the flute. 
Following that, boys attended a higher school for four more years. When they turned 18, they entered military school for two additional years. At age 20, they graduated. 
Sparta 

In ancient Sparta, the purpose of education was to produce a well-drilled, well-disciplined marching army. Spartans believed in a life of discipline, self-denial, and simplicity. They were very loyal to the state of Sparta. Every Spartan, male or female, was required to have a perfect body. When babies were born in ancient Sparta, Spartan soldiers would come by the house and check the baby. If the baby did not appear healthy and strong, the infant was taken away, and left to die on a hillside, or taken away to be trained as a slave (a helot). Babies who passed this examination were assigned membership in a brotherhood or sisterhood, usually the same one to which their father or mother belonged.
I think part of the reason school is less difficult nowadays is because it's designed to do a different thing. School back then was designed to train the pupils to be capable in that world - a world that was totally different from today's. This type of information is not that obscure to someone who has grown up on a farm and who knows, for example, how big a bushel of wheat is just from having worked with them. Education back then was based on training and knowledge. Education nowadays is based on preparing the student for further education, with the end result being a degree of some fashion. All through middle school, we are taught what we'll be expected to know when we get to high school, where we learn what we'll be expected to know when we get to college. The difference is that we're not learning for any purpose except to be able to show that we've learned. All this previousness is in reference to secondary education. Upon reaching college, people have a career choice that will determine the fate of their education: people who proceed into labour-based careers - engineers (mechanical, computer , whatever), medical practitioners, and the like - will be trained for their career, and the schooling will be more difficult. Those who choose more esoteric paths - students of, say, philosophy and religion - will still face the same type of schooling as before, in which the goal is the degree rather than the education itself.
Spartan boys were sent to military school at age 6 or 7. They lived, trained and slept in their the barracks of their brotherhood. At school, they were taught survival skills and other skills necessary to be a great soldier. School courses were very hard and often painful. Although students were taught to read and write, those skills were not very important to the ancient Spartans. Only warfare mattered. The boys were not fed well, and were told that it was fine to steal food as long as they did not get caught stealing. If they were caught, they were beaten. They boys marched without shoes to make them strong. It was a brutal training period. Somewhere between the age of 18-20, Spartan males had to pass a difficult test of fitness, military ability, and leadership skills. Any Spartan male who did not pass these examinations became a perioikos. (The perioikos, or the middle class, were allowed to own property, have business dealings, but had no political rights and were not citizens.) If they passed, they became a full citizen and a Spartan soldier. Spartan citizens were not allowed to touch money. That was the job of the middle class. Spartan soldiers spent most of their lives with their fellow soldiers. They ate, slept, and continued to train in their brotherhood barracks. Even if they were married, they did not live with their wives and families. They lived in the barracks. Military service did not end until a Spartan male reached the age of 60. At age 60, a Spartan soldier could retire and live in their home with their family.
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In Sparta, girls also went to school at age 6 or 7. They lived, slept and trained in their sisterhood's barracks. No one knows if their school was as cruel or as rugged as the boys school, but the girls were taught wrestling, gymnastics and combat skills. Some historians believe the two schools were very similar, and that an attempt was made to train the girls as thoroughly as they trained the boys. In any case, the Spartans believed that strong young women would produce strong babies. At age 18, if a Sparta girl passed her skills and fitness test, she would be assigned a husband and allowed to return home. If she failed, she would lose her rights as a citizen, and became a perioikos, a member of the middle class. In most of the other Greek city-states, women were required to stay inside their homes most of their lives. In Sparta, citizen women were free to move around, and enjoyed a great deal of freedom, as their husbands did not live at home.
Subjects studied by roman students                                                                                         

In early Roman days, a Roman boy's education took place at home. If his father could read and write, he taught his son to do the same. The father instructed his sons in Roman law, history, customs, and physical training, to prepare for war. Reverence for the gods, respect for law, obedience to authority, and truthfulness were the most important lessons to be taught. Girls were taught by their mother. Girls learned to spin, weave, and sew. About 200 BC, the Romans borrowed some of the ancient Greek system of education. Although they did not add many subjects, they did begin sending their boys, and some of their girls, with their father's permission, to school, outside their home, at age 6 or 7. The children studied reading, writing, and counting. They read scrolls and books. They wrote on boards covered with wax, and used pebbles to do math problems. They were taught Roman numerals, and recited lessons they had memorized. At age 12 or 13, the boys of the upper classes attended "grammar" school, where they studied Latin, Greek, grammar, and literature. At age 16, some boys went on to study public speaking at the rhetoric school, to prepare for a life as an orator. Poor children couldn't attend as the schools were not free.
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Teachers and nowadays school subjects

Teachers act as facilitators or coaches, using interactive discussions and “hands-on” approaches to help students learn and apply concepts in subjects such as science, mathematics, or English. They utilize “props” or “manipulatives” to help children understand abstract concepts, solve problems, and develop critical thought processes. For example, they teach the concepts of numbers or of addition and subtraction by playing board games. As the children get older, the teachers use more sophisticated materials, such as science apparatus, cameras, or computers. 

To encourage collaboration in solving problems, students are increasingly working in groups to discuss and solve problems together. Preparing students for the future workforce is the major stimulus generating the changes in education. To be prepared, students must be able to interact with others, adapt to new technology, and think through problems logically. Teachers provide the tools and the environment for their students to develop these skills. 

Preschool, kindergarten, and elementary school teachers play a vital role in the development of children. What children learn and experience during their early years can shape their views of themselves and the world and can affect their later success or failure in school, work, and their personal lives. Preschool, kindergarten, and elementary school teachers introduce children to mathematics, language, science, and social studies. They use games, music, artwork, films, books, computers, and other tools to teach basic skills. 

Preschool children learn mainly through play and interactive activities. Preschool teachers capitalize on children’s play to further language and vocabulary development (using storytelling, rhyming games, and acting games), improve social skills (having the children work together to build a neighborhood in a sandbox), and introduce scientific and mathematical concepts (showing the children how to balance and count blocks when building a bridge or how to mix colors when painting). Thus, a less structured approach, including small-group lessons, one-on-one instruction, and learning through creative activities such as art, dance, and music, is adopted to teach preschool children. Play and hands-on teaching also are used in kindergarten classrooms, but there academics begin to take priority. Letter recognition, phonics, numbers, and awareness of nature and science, introduced at the preschool level, are taught primarily by kindergarten teachers. 

Most elementary school teachers instruct one class of children in several subjects. In some schools, two or more teachers work as a team and are jointly responsible for a group of students in at least one subject. In other schools, a teacher may teach one special subject—usually music, art, reading, science, arithmetic, or physical education—to a number of classes. A small but growing number of teachers instruct multilevel classrooms, with students at several different learning levels. 
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Middle school teachers and secondary school teachers help students delve more deeply into subjects introduced in elementary school and expose them to more information about the world. Middle and secondary school teachers specialize in a specific subject, such as English, Spanish, mathematics, history, or biology. They also can teach subjects that are career oriented. Vocational education teachers, also referred to as career and technical or career-technology teachers, instruct and train students to work in a wide variety of fields, such as healthcare, business, auto repair, communications, and, increasingly, technology. They often teach courses that are in high demand by area employers, who may provide input into the curriculum and offer internships to students. Many vocational teachers play an active role in building and overseeing these partnerships. Additional responsibilities of middle and secondary school teachers may include career guidance and job placement, as well as followups with students after graduation. 

Teachers may use films, slides, overhead projectors, and the latest technology in teaching, including computers, telecommunication systems, and video discs. The use of computer resources, such as educational software and the Internet, exposes students to a vast range of experiences and promotes interactive learning. Through the Internet, students can communicate with students in other countries. Students also use the Internet for individual research projects and to gather information. Computers are used in other classroom activities as well, from solving math problems to learning English as a second language. Teachers also may use computers to record grades and perform other administrative and clerical duties. They must continually update their skills so that they can instruct and use the latest technology in the classroom. 

Teachers often work with students from varied ethnic, racial, and religious backgrounds. With growing minority populations in most parts of the country, it is important for teachers to work effectively with a diverse student population. Accordingly, some schools offer training to help teachers enhance their awareness and understanding of different cultures. Teachers may also include multicultural programming in their lesson plans, to address the needs of all students, regardless of their cultural background.
I think that in the future, schools in The European Union will add to the pallet of subjects new ones like Human Rights in European Union, European Union States Geography and Economy and a lot of political subjects. Because The European Union Parliament will be made out of people living in the European Union and pupils will be tented to study subjects like the ones I purposed.

Girls are not what they used to be. Anyone who walks through a city centre on a Saturday night can see that at a glance. In recent years they have busted a gut to catch up with boys in those important developmental areas of fighting, drinking, swearing and criminal damage. But they have also retained their own strengths. Girls have always been adept at verbal bullying, ostracism, and subtle insolence. Add these two things together and you can end up with some incredibly challenging classroom behaviour.

Many teachers agree that girls are getting harder to deal with. Some point out how ready today's teenage girls can be to assert their 'rights', or to threaten to allege abuse if they are told off. Others say girls are quicker than boys to spot teachers' weaknesses, and deadly in exploiting them

But those on the other side of the fence say classroom management problems almost always stem from particular circumstances, and you can't lump all boys, or all girls together. Maybe you are an inexperienced new teacher, or have one or two exceptionally difficult girls who are leading the others on, or are working in a school where discipline in general is poor. Maybe there is something in your own personality that finds girls hard to deal with.

However a new report, funded by the Nuffield Foundation and due to be published next month, makes it clear that all British teenagers are getting into deeper psychological and behavioural trouble. The report looks at generations of 15-year-olds over the past quarter of a century and finds that problems such as lying, stealing and disobeying parents and teachers have more than doubled, while anxiety and depression have risen by 70 per cent.

Boys vent their frustrations with violence; girls by turning their emotional hurt on themselves and on those around them. For teachers the only possible outcome is even harder work trying to control young people who haven't been given the stability or boundaries to behave properly.
Having laptop computers for school students has good points and bad points. To be used to using a computer is important to children so if they had their own laptop computer, they could use it anytime and they might be expert in computer. But they can see anything with anybody on the Internet anywhere which the parents can't supervise. Some of them might be involved trouble or drugs because they always expect to connect with somebody. In Japan, mobile phone is very popular especially among the young people. Some students are using mobile phones to send or receive emails even during classes. That's too bad. A computer has many more functions than a mobile phone. Computers are useful and convenient but we have to keep manners. I read the article written by students in Adelaide. It is a good idea that students do their homework on the computer. But to rely spelling or neatness on the computer is not good. At their age they should learn spelling.

So I can't decide whether school students having laptops is good or bad. But I am not sure school students really need their own laptop computers.

In conclusion, school 2000 years ago was a preparation for life and for war in the case of the boys... It was the best choice for that period.. Now, school prepares you for life too, but you need to make some steps: from primary school to secondary, to high-school and finally college, for the ones who want to make something in life. For the future I predict a lot of technology introduced in schools. And no notebooks and no pencils or pens... Hope so! And all will be IT-based. Computer will be indispensable and school will be much easier as it is now. 

