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EDINBURGH is the jewel in Scotland's crown. The jewel has many facets: classical architecture piled on hills, tree-filled valleys, sweeping Georgian crescents, medieval closes, graceful bridges soaring across chasms, green parks, sudden views of the sea from street corners. And the castle. That supreme castle, which looks so right that it might have grown out of the rock by some natural process. 
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  History

Castle Rock, a volcanic crag with three vertical sides, dominates the city centre. This natural defensive position was probably what first attracted settlers; the earliest signs of habitation date back to 850 BC.In the 4th century, there were two indigenous Celtic peoples in northern Britain: the Picts and the Britons. In the 6th century a third Celtic tribe, the Scotti, reached Scotland from northern Ireland and established a kingdom called Dalriada. In the 7th century, Northumbrian Angles from northeast England colonised southeast Scotland. They built their fortress on Castle Rock, which they called Edwinesburh. This served as the Scots' southern outpost until 1018 when Malcolm II established a frontier at the River Tweed. Nonetheless, the English sacked the city no less than seven times.Edinburgh really began to grow in the 11th century, when markets developed at the foot of the fortress, and from 1124, when David I held court at the castle and founded the abbey at Holyrood.The first effective town wall was constructed around 1450 and circled the Old Town and the area around Grassmarket. This restricted, defensible zone became a medieval Manhattan, forcing its densely packed inhabitants to build tenements that soared to 12 stories.A golden era that saw the foundation of the College of Surgeons and the introduction of printing ended with the death of James IV at the Battle of Flodden in 1513. England's Henry VIII attempted to force a marriage between Mary Queen of Scots (James V's daughter) and his son, but the Scots sent Mary to France to marry the dauphin. The city was sacked by the English, and the Scots turned to the French for support.While Mary was in France, the Reformation of the Scottish church was under way. The Scots were increasingly sympathetic to the ideas of the Reformation, and when John Knox returned from exile in 1555 he found fertile ground for his Calvinist message. In 1560 the Scottish Parliament created a Protestant church independent of Rome, and the pope's authority and Latin mass were rejected.When James VII succeeded to the Scottish and English crowns he moved the court to London and, for the most part, the Stewarts ignored Edinburgh. Religious differences led to civil war in Scotland and England. When Charles I tried to introduce episcopacy (the rule of bishops) in 1633 he provoked the National Covenant and more religious turmoil, which eventually ended in triumph for the Presbyterians.Though cultural and intellectual life continued to flourish in Edinburgh, the Act of Union in 1707 further reduced the city's political importance, uniting the two countries under a single parliament. In the second half of the 18th century a new city was created across the ravine to the north. The population was expanding, defense was no longer vital and the thinkers of the Scottish Enlightenment planned to distance themselves from Edinburgh's Jacobite past.The population exploded in the 19th century - Edinburgh quadrupled in size to 400,000, not much less than it is today - and the old city's tenements were taken over by refugees from the Irish famines. A new ring of crescents and circuses was built to the south of the New Town, and grey Victorian terraces sprung up.In the 20th century the slum dwellers were moved into new housing estates that now foster massive social problems. However, a new era is beginning with the decision to locate the new Scottish Parliament in Edinburgh.
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 Ramsay Gardens & the Castle 
The castle, older than Edinburgh itself, occupies a special corner of the Scottish folk memory. The fortress on the rock, the palladium of the city, remains a compelling symbol. It is a perpetual, very public reminder to Scots of their roots. It has been said that Edinburgh often looks less like a modern city than a theatrical backdrop. This is true. On the visual level, Edinburgh is pure theatre. The basic reason, of course, is that Scotland's capital has the good fortune to be built upon hills. The local topography is the result of the fact that Arthur's Seat was the principal volcano in this region millions of years ago. Much later, glacial action gouged a number of dramatic valleys in the landscape and shaped the high ridge on which the Old Town stands today. 
Royal Circus 
The eighteenth-century New Town is the largest area of Georgian architecture in Europe, and probably in the world: it has been officially recognised by the European Community as a valuable part of the European heritage. Edinburgh's blessing, then, has been the manner in which distinguished architects, particularly in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, endowed Edinburgh with a wealth of meritorious buildings - both public and private - and skilfully used Edinburgh's hills and valleys as a dramatic setting. Sir Walter Scott caught Edinburgh's magic on paper when he wrote: 
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 Where the huge Castle holds its state, 
And all the steep slope down, 
Whose ridgy back heaves to the sky, 
Piled deep and massy, close and high, 
Mine own romantic town! 

Edinburgh people are very proud of their city and take the closest interest in their local environment. That is why so much that is worth while has survived, while other cities have bulldozed much of their heritage in pursuit of elusive improvement
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Where did Edinburgh get its name? The answer is obscured by the mists of time. The name could be a corruption of Edwin's Burgh, commemorating a ninth-century king of Northumbria, whose realm extended to the Firth of Forth. Other authorities, however, suggest that the original form of the city's name was `din Eidyn' this is Brythonic, a language akin to Welsh, spoken in the south-east of Scotland at the time. Whatever doubts there may be about the name, the Castle Rock is undeniably where Edinburgh began. Early Edinburgh was a small settlement on the eastern side of the fortified rock, huddled close to the crag for protection. In the valley was a stretch of water, the Nor' Loch, which was developed in the fifteenth century as part of the town's defences. Three hundred years later, however, with the advent of more peaceful times, the loch was drained to make way for Princes Street Gardens. Through the centuries, the castle was besieged many times, badly knocked about, held by the English as well as by the Scots, and well-nigh demolished more than once. But it always rose again. In that sense, the story of the castle is the story of Scotland. Though the castle is a historic monument, it is also a working military establishment, being the headquarters of the Scottish Division: that is why there is a guard on the main gate. One of the most evocative buildings within the castle is also the smallest and oldest - Saint Margaret's Chapel, built in the Norman fashion almost 1,000 years ago in honour of the saintly wife of King Malcolm III. Because of its religious significance, the tiny chapel survived every military demolition. After 900 years it is still in use, and members of the castle garrison may exercise their right to be married within it. The castle was the seat of Scottish kings, and the royal apartments on view to the public include a tiny room in which Mary, Queen of Scots gave birth to the boy who became King James VI of Scotland and James I of England upon the death of Queen Elizabeth I of England in 1603. Within the royal apartments a permanent exhibition, in the form of a series of impressive tableaux, depicts some of the milestones in Scotland's story.The ancient Honours of Scotland - the crown, sceptre and sword of state - are on view in the Crown Room. One of the most romantic of the stories attached to the ancient crown jewels of Scotland concerns the manner of their rediscovery in 1818. It was known that, at the Treaty of Union in 1707, when the old Scots Parliament was dissolved for ever (`the end of an auld sang'), the Scottish Regalia had been deposited within Edinburgh Castle. No more appropriate resting-place for these revered relics of Scotland's sovereignty could have been found. As the years passed, there were disturbing rumours that the ancient regalia had been quietly removed to London. Eventually, largely by the intercession of that super-patriot Sir Walter Scott, authority was obtained from the Prince Regent (later George IV) in 1818 to make a search of the castle. In an oak chest within what is now the Crown Room, with Scott among the spectators, there was found the precious regalia, including the crown that had been made in the time of the great Bruce. Scott's emotions have been recorded by the historian James Grant: `The joy was therefore extreme when, the ponderous lid having been forced open ... the regalia were discovered lying at the bottom covered with linen cloths, exactly as they had been left in 1707.' Today the ancient symbols of sovereignty are on permanent display to the people in that same room, where they saw the light of day once more almost two centuries ago. As one gazes upon the gleaming crown, sceptre and sword of state, it is not difficult to conjure up the drama of some earlier chapters of that `auld sang'.Nearby, in the Great Hall, which has an ornate wooden ceiling, there is an interesting collection of weapons and armour. Across the square is the Scottish National War Memorial, a building designed by Sir Robert Lorimer and built shortly after the First World War. Few who walk round its interior fail to be moved by the experience. The graphic decoration speaks eloquently of the awful price that has been paid for our liberty.On the western side of the square is the Scottish United Services Museum, which has an additional gallery in Hospital Square. Near the summit of the castle a small, well-tended plot below the ramparts has served for many years as a cemetery for the pets of members of the garrison. 
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One O'clock Gun 
The castle is also the home of the most famous cannon in Scotland: Mons Meg, a massive fifteenth-century bombard, which was reputed to be able to fire a large stone cannonball a distance of one-and-a-half miles. Its devastating effect earned Meg the alternative name, `the Muckle Murderer'. Salutes from the castle these days are fired by more modern artillery, when for example Her Majesty the Queen celebrates her birthday or enters Edinburgh on an official visit. Speaking of artillery, a unique institution within the castle is the One o'Clock Gun, which is fired at that hour every day (except Sunday) to enable citizens and visitors to check their clocks and watches. The origin of the tradition lies in the days when sailing ships in the Firth of Forth were able to check their chronometers by training a telescope on the castle. Simultaneously, a time ball drops at the Nelson Monument on. 

Military Tattoo 
For three weeks in August each year the Castle Esplanade is the venue of the world-famous Edinburgh Military Tattoo, when the Scottish regiments host a lively programme of military music, marching and historical re-enactments under floodlights before large and appreciative audiences from all over the world.Before leaving the esplanade, look for an artistically decorated drinking-[image: image9.jpg]


well in the wall at the north-east corner. It is a grim reminder of the days when, on this spot, women, usually elderly, were executed by burning after having been convicted of practising witchcraft.There is a more cheerful relic at Cannonball House, a few yards away at the top of the Castle Wynd steps. The building takes its name from a cannonball, embedded in the wall about halfway up. There are two legends, one military and one civil. The first story, which gunners dismiss as impossible, is that the cannonball was fired from the castle in 1745 and that it was aimed at Holyrood Palace, where Bonnie Prince Charlie was in residence during his march south (Edinburgh's allegiances were divided on this attempt by the Stuarts to regain the British throne). The second, more prosaic story is that the cannonball was carefully placed here by engineers to mark the precise height above sea-level of the fresh springs at Comiston, in the hills to the south, which provided Edinburgh with its first piped supply of fresh water, in about 1621. Certainly the low building on the north side of the street was until recently a large water tank, serving the Old Town. Now, however, there are plans to use the redundant building for a tourism-related project. 
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MUCH of Edinburgh's charm stems from the way in which past and present live easily side by side. Diverted by the city's physical beauty, it is easy for the visitor to overlook the fact that Edinburgh is also a busy, thriving, modern community, providing a working and living environment for 440,000 people. Less than one-fifth of the working population are employed in manufacturing industry. The rest are in a variety of service industries, so plainly the service sector is fundamental to the economic well-being of Edinburgh. 


World Markets, Crewe Toll 

However, though manufacturing has declined in size in recent years, it remains important. The manufacturing sector in Edinburgh is dominated by three industrial groups, namely: electrical and electronics engineering; paper, printing and publishing; and food and drink. These three account for more than 75 per cent of all manufacturing employment.In electrical and electronics engineering, the four leading companies are Hewlett Packard, Racal, NEI Peebles and GEC Marconi Avionics. Moreover, there is a growing number of small firms in the field of advanced technology who, as well as showing employment growth, are providing a vital research resource for the wider sector.The City of Edinburgh District Council's economic strategy includes support for the development of new technologies and their application. Edinburgh University, Heriot-Watt University and Napier University are all at the forefront of a number of leading-edge technologies, and the Technology Transfer Centre at Edinburgh University, conducting research which can be developed for commercial application, provides an example of a beneficial joint venture between city and university.Edinburgh's economic strengths are in electronics, information technology, tourism and financial services. The importance of financial services, which has always been considerable in Edinburgh, continues to grow. Indeed, financial services now take up about a third of all commercial office space in the city. 


TSB Headquarters 

Edinburgh has always enjoyed a good reputation for handling other people's money, and in the context of the United Kingdom, Edinburgh's importance as a financial centre is second only to that of London. Scottish Financial Enterprise, an organisation which was formed to represent the community of banks, insurance groups, fund managers and financial services companies, has more than 200 members, of whom almost half have their head office in Edinburgh. The objective of this organisation is to help the financial community to grow and to benefit from opportunities arising in the wake of the world-wide deregulation of financial services.Edinburgh has two major industrial estates, both on the west side of the city. The older of the two has been established at Sighthill for more than 40 years; the second, at Gyle, is still growing. More than two million square feet of business, retail, leisure and residential space have easy access to road, rail and air transport, and the development also have the world's most advanced telecommunications. It all means that west Edinburgh is blossoming into one of Europe's most exciting business locations.New West Edinburgh (four miles from the city centre, and just two miles from Edinburgh International Airport) has everything from sites to purpose-built office developments. The development includes Scotland's largest and most ambitious commercial development, the 138-acre Edinburgh Park - a joint venture between the Miller Group and Edinburgh Development and Investment (a City of Edinburgh District Council subsidiary). The park offers high technology and financial services headquarter buildings, with landscaping that includes a central water feature. The park has its own access to the M8 extension and to the Edinburgh City Bypass, which provides a gateway to the entire UK motorway network. Good telecommunications are crucial to international business, and so Edinburgh is equipped with the United Kingdom's first major integrated digital telephone network based on fibre optics. Edinburgh enjoys instantaneous access to every form of electronic communication currently available in the world. Access to satellite communication links and video-conferencing facilities are also available.A major shopping centre development by the City of Edinburgh, Marks and Spencer and Safeway was opened at the Gyle, adjacent to Edinburgh Park, in 1993.Edinburgh International Airport, which is only eight miles from the city centre, is served by 11 airlines flying to 27 destinations. There are hourly flights to London, making it easy to connect to destinations world-wide. There are direct flights from Edinburgh to Paris, Amsterdam, Brussels and Dublin.Edinburgh's commitment to the sciences in general and new technologies in particular is further demonstrated at the annual Edinburgh International Science Festival. Held in April each year, it brings together all scientific disciplines. It unites everyone with an interest in science, from local children to international research biologists, from companies adopting new technologies to individuals concerned about the environment. The Science Festival focuses attention on the issues and advances of science through conferences, seminars, lectures, exhibitions, demonstrations and popular events. 

Edinburgh International Conference Centre 

As well as being Britain's most popular holiday destination after London, Edinburgh is a favourite venue for conferences of all types and sizes. The Edinburgh International Conference Centre, Morrison Street, was opened in 1995. It provides international-standard, purpose-built meeting facilities of the highest quality, right in the heart of the city. The unique feature of the centre is the main auditorium. Providing raked seating for 1,200 delegates theatre-style, the auditorium can be quickly sub-divided into three separate, self-contained auditoria for 600, 300 and 300. Supported by exhibition and catering areas and a range of break-out rooms, the centre also offers the latest in presentation and communications technology. Adjacent to the conference centre is another development, providing one million sq. ft of high-quality office space and creating a new business district in the heart of the city. Edinburgh has more than 15,000 beds available in a wide range of hotel accommodation, up to five-star, as well as a large number of comfortable guest-houses. 
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