CHARACTERISTICS
At 1.64 m, Giuly is one of the shortest professional footballers in the top flight but
turns this to his advantage with an explosive burst of speed.
He usually plays on the right side of the pitch, either as a midfielder or out on the 
wing, but is equally at home in the hole behind the centre forward or as a second striker.
He combines speed with a goal poacher's mentality, which means that whatever position
he's playing in, he always has an eye on the opposition goal, employing constant cross-
field movement to pull defenders out of position.
FACTS
- Family: He is married with a son called Diego. He has a twin sister who owns a 
   cigarette shop.
- His favourtie pastime is horse riding
- His favorite sport other than soccer is tennis.
- He is a fan of Maria Carey
- His favorite dish is pasta with clam sauce. Couscous, paella, lasagna and tomme, 
..a fabulous soft cheese from Savoy, are also favourites.
- He loves sportswear.
- His favorite shops/ designers are Calvin Klein and Il Teatro [8 bis rue Grimaldi] and
..Versace and Mulder.
- He likes to joke with people.
- He was signed to AS Monaco FC in January 1998 for €6.4m
- He was signed to Barcelona FC on 28 June 2004 for €7m
- He was shortlisted as one of four candidates for player of the season 2002-2003
- He was elected as the second runner-up of the Best French Footballers of year 2003
..(by the French Football Magazine)
- He was elected as the first runner-up of the Best Player in Ligue 1 in 2003/2004
..(by all players in Ligue 1)
- He was selected as one of the Best 11 Players in Ligue 1 in the season 2003/2004
- He was elected the 2nd best French player of the year 2004. 

STATS
LIGUE 1 SEASON 2003/2004
Number of matches played: 29 
Number of goals scored: 13 (including 1 penalty kick)
Number of yellow card received: 2
Number of red card received: 0 
Total number of minutes played: 2291 mns 
UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 2003/2004
Number of matches played: 10
Number of goals scored: 4
Number of shots on goal: 15
Number of shots wide: 7
Number of assists: 4
Number of offsides: 21
Number of foul suffered: 14
	Season
	Club
	Matches played
	Goals scored

	1994-95
	Lyon
	8
	0

	1995-96
	Lyon
	36
	4

	1996-97
	Lyon
	37
	16

	1997-98
	Lyon
	19
	1

	1997-98
	Monaco
	12
	1

	1998-99
	Monaco
	32
	8

	1999-00
	Monaco
	33
	5

	2000-01
	Monaco
	30
	7

	2001-02
	Monaco
	11
	2

	2002-03
	Monaco
	36
	11

	2003-04
	Monaco
	30
	13

	2004-05
	Barca
	24
	9


　
WHAT PEOPLE SAY ABOUT LUDO . . .
(1) Napoleon on pitch, ambitious despite statue
During the late 18th Century and the first decade of the 19th Century, in spite of his statue, Napoleon Bonaparte became the greatest man in French history by winning numerous battles and finally becoming the King of the great French Empire. Today, Ludovic Giuly with the height of only 1.64m has also gained great success in AS Monaco FC and Barcelona FC, and has thus become Napoleon on pitch.
Root in Corsica, birth place of Napoleon
Linking Giuly with Napoleon is not merely due to their statue, but also because of the two’s common root in Corsica (an island south of France), their love to the family and their incredible courage and ambition. With the early death of his father, Napoleon joined the army at the age of 15 in order to earn money for his family. The young Giuly, on the other hand, was never as poor as how Napoleon was; but after becoming a professional footballer, he still takes good care of his family. Primarily, he used his first salary to buy a house for his parents in Lyon; he paid for the principal of his twin sister’s cigarette shop as well. Moreover, he leaves quickly after every training session and press conference, hoping to go home for his wife and son as soon as possible. 
Born in a small town in north Lyon, Giuly has a father who owns a restaurant. His father Dominique was once the goalkeeper of Bastia FC (which was at the time in Grade C of the French League), and because of this, Giuly had the chance to watch footballers training since he was 5 years old. Football was definitely Giuly’s best friend in his childhood, for he never felt bored of tired even after playing alone for 2 hours everyday. Going to school was in no way fun except the playground, which allowed Giuly to play football freely. 
Poor school results
It was then no surprise that Giuly’s school results were dissatisfactory. Same as various French footballers, Giuly got extremely poor results at school, and he had to repeat twice even in primary school. When he finally graduated from primary school at the age of 13, no secondary school nearby was willing to admit his entry due to his poor results. At last, he was accepted by a school at south Lyon and therefore continued his study. In this way, he had to get up at 5 am every morning, and then take a 2-hour-trip by bus to school. Nevertheless, Giuly never complained about this, since the school provided him with his favorite sports lessons. Each time when the principal asked Giuly why he got brilliant results in sports but poor results in all other subjects, Giuly’s answer was always the same, ‘ I will become a professional footballer when I grow up.’
Achievements on the pitch
And that was true. He represented his school football team and won the championship in France. At the age of 17, when Giuly was playing against the Montpellier school football team, he was discovered by the amateur coach of Olympique Lyonnais. Aged 18, he was put in the senior squad after he scored twice and then nutmegged Manuel Amoros, the former France defender, in a practice match. Tigana later signed him for Monaco. At Monaco, Giuly won the Championship of Ligue 1 (00-01) and the League Cup (02-03). While himself became the honorable captain of the team. In the season 2004-05, Monaco entered the final of the UEFA Champions League, despite ending with the second-place after being defeated by FC Porto. In short, Giuly has continuously been working hard to achieve his ultimate goal.
Regardless his achievements, Giuly is often made fun by his friends and teammates. For instance, his Monaco teammates joke, ‘Do you know why Ludo (Giuly) always sneezes? That’s because he is only as tall as 3 apples, and so the grass from the pitch can easily run into his nose!’ 
Being the shortest player in the European Cup 5ft-3in-tall Giuly recalled, “When scouts only signed the big guys, I understood I would have to work twice as hard. Some people make their size a complex, but for me it’s always been my strength; now the bigger the guy I’m up against, the better. I might not get my head on the ball all that often, but when it comes to acceleration and movement, I have a big advantage.”
His effort paid is worth praising, and the courage and ambition can definitely be compared with that of Napoleon.
source: MingPao (translated by Evan, the webmaster)
　
(2) Player info
Ludovic Giuly 
An attacking midfield player who prefers to operate on the right flank, Ludovic Giuly has explosive pace over short distances. Despite his lack of size, he remains one of the most creative players in France. 
National team
Aged 23, he made an impressive debut for France in a 2-0 defeat of Scotland in March 2000. Unfortunate not to be named in the squad for UEFA EURO 2000, he has featured more regularly since the appointment of Jacques Santini as coach in 2002. 
UEFA EURO 2004 qualifying
Giuly's campaign was brief, lasting for just five minutes at the end of the final match, a 3-0 victory against Israel in Paris with qualification assured. 
Club
Giuly played for amateur side Beaujolais-Mont d'Or before he was drafted into the youth set up at Olympique Lyonnais. He thrived under the coaching of Jean Tigana, Guy Stephan and then Bernard Lacombe and was re-united with Tigana when he signed him for AS Monaco FC in January 1998 for €6.4m. 
1997: He settled quickly and was an integral member of the side which won the championship in 1999/00, playing 33 games and scoring five goals. In his first six seasons Giuly scored 37 league goals in 154 appearances for Monaco. Monaco's superb wing play - with Jerome Rothen on the left and Giuly on the right - was a major feature of the 2002/03 French season. Giuly, who thrived on the added responsibility of captaining the side, struck eleven goals in 36 games as Monaco finished runners-up in the league and won the French League Cup. He was shortlisted as one of four candidates for player of the season. 
2003/04: Giuly enjoyed another wonderful campaign, scoring regularly in Ligue 1 and dazzling in the UEFA Champions League. Scored twice in the group stage and two against Real Madrid CF in the quarter-final, setting Monaco on their way to a final appearance against FC Porto.
